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. —remember that [ am now acting

‘blind, and seo what they are doing. T

A NIGHT WITH THE CHRISTMAS WATIS,
: i of that of

e, Wi s i ina | Ty s by iy

watching the clowds as they fiit weroas the face. of the

moom, hiding from our view those sparkling lights which

itter in the blue vaulta of heaven, and which pare

" " Tl h_'tlj- p“d "
mpgmfndﬂmm might's candlos, casting an

d fiseting shadow on terra firma, What are

| the gazers looking for? Have Been, thy long-expected
| comet § Hawve thga ﬂit_ﬁzﬁ u]_;sgf Aemporarily hi it
are

ﬁ-nmh:hpir ﬁ:;r; and hﬂalgwaiting tIil;f.il a.uutll:m- nﬁ::-
i twaon clends & OFEr t where they
flagtm_wit,md nmﬁiﬁﬁﬁ? No. The

r-atriolken evers in the cock bull uhn?ra-

ing the then coming dread events of the 13th of June,

7, have long gince ceased to look for the coming com
and to show signs of a wish to depart, orchange the sub-
juet of eonversation, when the comet is mentioned, What,
then, are these doing, and who are they I Well, that
little follow resting t oms of the side pos
door, can play very woll on the bass vicl, and . that tall
gentleman ot 'Lhnlzqw;, -with. his back agninst the lamp-
ost, can manage to play a fow tunes which he has

{ised, until they are mieerably threadbare, on the little
violin. They ought to chunge inert.rumanta,u o you sy ¥

Well, it might seem more upropos for the little follow to
have the little instrurnent, but it mustnot be, because the

b tleman cannot menage the ble fddls. Behind the
ln% obsorve two fomales, one of whom has n very
good treble voics, and her companion can sing the BOPrAnD
parts of & fow turies ghe hus learned by rote. That little
gentleman on the right side of the window can sing alto,

and althongh his mey not be the sweobest ible,
ot ke hus cne quality in o ion—ha com mba%ulf
ard.  That lemam on hislaft (Mr. Baritone) ean

of soime mu-
sical passages is with a vengeance, and hia trainer
nounces him not quits tunsable, yet he is allowed i-:-?;iﬁl;
thiz company because he either is, or thinks he is, auj'mg'
his addresses to Miss Treble. . That young gen
without beard or whiskers, who has just joinsd our friend
gt the lamp-post, is s very fair tenor, aod wduld fain be-
come an intimate pequaintance of Hiaa Boprang, but she
bappens to have & more favoured friend alsewhara, whosa
companionship she greatly prefers. That stéady-going
gontlaman who is ﬁnuvumnbgu with, Mnb"'lbluiﬁmﬂn, h:l'lhgr
to taloa part you I £ prefers base, Ho ia, in fack,
the ]and:??md t.mmurh&ﬁuu ﬂlil;ﬁingum in thia little band,
and, indeed, without. his guiding voice, it is thought Mr,
Baritone would often ba a by behind, or o fone too low..
Well, these ladies and gentlemen have been practising
every night for of o weak, and they are now sa-.
tisfiad that they have got a dozen pivces of music . tho-
o wal':‘:F It is now Christmas Eve, &% ten o'clock.
1 think you will be able now to divins what they are, and
what they are gazing at. ;Why,'ci‘:es. thoy are carol sing-
ers, and they are looking at the clouds to see whether it s
likely to rain, or to snow, or to be fuir and fine after mid-
night. ‘Well they do not seem to need to give themsslves
the trouble, for there are no signs of snow, nor of rain
sither, although the Intter may come at any hour, withoub
much warning. I would seriously sdvise them, therefore,
tobe 1nnm'n with umbrelles, and  they seem to think it
desirable, for, see you, My, Beritons has Just marchad off
foancighbowr'shouse, to borrow two vmbrellas, in addition
to what thoy already possass. The others have rotired
iuto the cotfage. Let us Iui:k.thr-u:i%h that hole in the
et would be enves-
u say ! | Not undor Fumt circurmstancos,
or you in the cupacity

ing  little fas, and although his renderi

dropping, do
of the ' Deovil on two Bticks.”

t3 of the

"vound with s clarionetesr

Hee, there they are oll sat round & table, dia
some knotty poin, qm have aettled that it is likeiy to
be a pretty fine hlght;"an: fhey ara now about to settle the
routs thay areto. takae, They.are pretty well aequainted:
with the tempers and digpositions of & certain knob of
Individunls, and they are booked to be waitad wpon during
the ensuing morning.” Booked did I say? Aya, In ther
metnories ; but thers is no mamﬂr::idm de of tho
resolutions passed at this meeting. This baing - gettled,
they are about to separate for about an hdui-_"n%{ ‘& Hilf,
but Miss Soprano has same doubt about the last pioce they
learned, which is rathor.a difficult one, besides being new,
and sinca it is to be brought out in atyle by this company,
they must needs just tryit onee more. Theydoso; Mr, Bari-
tong, having returned, ﬁinu them. - The piece is sung, and
pasien off very woll. Mr. Lesder informs Mr. Baritons
mathﬁhm-mmthpt pasango whers he used to be too
Blow vary well 7 and Miss Soprano doss not now
sing a single note too Jow, That is capital, and puts-the
whole band.ir -geod spirits, They are nbout to votire
some to get a tip-of coffee, and others to get washed and
dressed up a bit. But who is this coming up in breath-
loss haste ?  lis dows not stop to knook ot the door, but
opens it, bolta in,; andydosa not-keep them leng in mua-
ganm ; for she intorma them that she has learned that Mr.

ingle, whose serviess-had .not been sought by this com-
pany, has formed a.nnm'ﬁy.ofhiu own, and is goi

& leader, and has arm

to call st eortain places as sobn s the clock atrilkes twelva,
Ths news causes a bit of wseowl to coms over the faces
of this company, but it is turoddl inte & contemptuous
laugh. My, Loader declares that«Mr. Jingle will- with
his lot, be able to sing nothing but some of the old thread-
bare carols ; but as he is going to some.of the very places
they have fixed wpon for the same time, they must o BOEn
their routa, for must not have their good singlng
gpoiled by bis bawling gang being too near, Whils &
are re-rranging their routs, we will po’ and see what- Mr,
Jingle's company are doing. There they are, practising
a5 bard na they ean.  True enough, thﬁ;:m B noisy lot,
and, what ja more, they are singing nothing but old pieces,
which have been sung about the strests on Christmes
mornings for the last twenty yoears,  Bub they are por-
footly mtisfied with what thev can do; and one conses

uential little gentleman.o T nEmber, © who as Board,
&' » Leader's new pieces, declares that, sfterall bis tronble,
he cen produee nothing equal to thase old carols, ‘This
littlo gentleman liken old-fashioned things to-night; but
if we’ at his dress next Bunday we will, perhapa, form
a different opinion an to his tasta and lking, Bt it 1a
quite congistent for & poung pentleman to ke old-fashioned
carols becausn he can sing no other, aod to have a parfect
mania about new-fashioned clothes.  As they require somie
little rest before the commencement of the morning per-
formance, we will leave them for the presont, ind take a
stroll through the streela, ' :

hﬂmdumiinnmmmt E&mammhﬁ
shopa, or to-moerrow's foast @ of
hava ngﬁimﬁmir pirchases, and are marching off homa

| with their baskets, like laden bees In & sumaner's day;
otbwrs have made their purchuses, but arc atill locking-
round to see what can be seen, and are sometimes regrot.
| ting that tha% have alrerdy bought what they can ill

afford to a8 they see something they could Yike
better. here are lots of boys, too, rambling about,
buying nothing, beecause they have nothing wherewith to

og,
buy, Dhom't Egui.r moutha water whon they look at cakes
apples, oranges, and other eatables in the shop windows ¢
ut several of them are, nevertheless, not without g pros-
of having & share of some of ‘these good ﬂ“ﬂ
uy of them have got tiekets for some of the various

Egrtlau which are to take plaoo on the following duy ; and
iston-—they are telling each other what a Jolly good Bfow-

out they ot to have on the following afternoon. The

shrests undly begin to et thinner, ae knot after lenot
of stragelers beging to taclﬁztuﬁ' home, aned ot fve minutes
to twelve o'clock the strests seam to be ecmparativaly atill
and deserted. The clatter of tongues and foet has ceased,
and o solemn gilence prevails, broken only now and then
by & olear, shrill voice & merry laugh, proceeding
from some entry where & ot of juveniles are waiting the
appearance of morning and the waits, . :



_Buddenly the clock strikes twelve—nay, one it may bs,
for only firat strolea is heerd, the Temaining eloven
being drowned by the louder and more harmonions sounds
of & morry peal of bells armounoing to the inhabitents of
the smmuuﬂingl-;}:aighﬁou:hpud 'ﬁhﬂ raturlr;_' of thﬂmmf]i
versary of that plorious morn when anpge songy

:3' s of Bethlohom that hopo-inspiring anthem

“Glory 0 God in the highest, on earth peaco and good
will towards oon.” - Who: ean listen -to & sweet and
mellow sounds, as they float on the breeza nt this mid:
might hour, withouot feeling n sort of awe-inapiring sanag-
tion and hﬂ{lﬁa{lﬂr. But, hark | What discordant asunds
are thoas t jar the énr and destroy the effect of

- malodions bells? - Carel s t=—No. "Tho clat-
tering of the feet of o mamber juveniles—a verss of
iproarions TaEhes e e 7L ha

ions 8F are Inil in iy ot
dizcord, sod for a Hme drown:every other mm::tli;}la.mo-
nious sound. arg rushing oot of: the vaidus ﬁl:it.ridl;
und passages into the street, where they expect soms caro
sivgers to eommencs, - What ‘do you &4y I—" They ore
not all boys ; there are girls among thom. What are their
mothers to allow them to be oul at this time of the
night 1" That is not 8o clear ; bint eortain it is thers are
girls aniongat them, = Parental dlmﬂlm:s o little relaxed
to-night, or we might weil anlks, what are. either boys or
girla doing out of their houses at this hour? The earol
singers don't want them. They themselves ara deing or

: Lurning Little good, and the inhabitauts of the neighbouy

ood would bo glad not to be disturbed with thoeir un-

| pleasent noisas,

But now their noise is hushed 3 the caro] Eingers are oub,
They have come to o doer and “ Ohristians
L "is ponled forth with all fheirm t. Thon followa
an anthem, and noan-tan at the door. The OWDer is & good.-
natured soul.  He opens the door, Jeta them in, and Eives
them o shilling. But he does not ata here.  They must
have something o keep out the cold, and he bas some
preity . good monntain » Which is the best thing pos-
sible for such & pllg:m&. and he is =0 ubijging ns to hand
over o bottla to their tander mercies. Having eoch had
draught, they give another spedimen or two of their
favowrite pleces, and march off to anothey house, In the
moantime, the next door neiphbour, whe belongs to
another denomination, hns Leen visited fu o simnilar man-

| ner by another company of e singer, whom he has

trented in o .somewhet ‘similar manmer, . My, Laader's

2 newt waik upon o gentlemas who does not core
| much for waits, but is good-natured enough, ns he has not
ﬁmm to bed, to open the door, ond give themn a shil

hﬁ The next gentloman who is wai o upon hos goua to
y bt e getsllt%:, opens the windows, and throws down
half-n-crown, ey now walt upon o peotlemasn who

| kindly opens the door and takes them inzide. © He heaa
| good five, and supplies them with bread snd cheese and

ale ; but Mr, Baritons, whe is cash keaper, hes not had his
purie mude heavier in this dwalling. In the meantime, in
the next street, a friend; who is oxpecting them, hearing
singring, ushe thinks, at his door, gets up out of bed, comes
dvwn stairs, and asm.é thedoorjust in Ebmnbumiimhmtaru
campany of ﬁnﬁﬂl balonging to another denoming.-
it'lm go ?ntn his neighf“:;'gthmghﬂuﬂm E[ﬂ » t!:.l h-e-:liiﬂin the

ot ok having got w y Amd w they do comea
an hour after, E;tiu fuuhd. asleep and doos not hear them,
After leaving the house where they had thé bread angd
cheess’ fud iE:l; they como'to ancther whore the master is

Ei:np. Hia wife hears them, and oudges him. * What's-

matter, now I says he. “Thersa's a Christmas wait
at the door.”  *0h, thon lét them it until they are
tirod,” anya he, and rolling over, he aets to work snoving ns
hard as ever, and they do wait until they ae tired, and
pack off elsewhere. The next eall is upon a gentlernan
who thiy zre sure will give them ng handsome, as
as something to eat snd  drink, Thoy sing
thelr wery mewest pioce, but ere they hwve time
commencs  n o esoond, the window opens,  and

4 shilling ia thrown down with 8 roquest that, as the noise

Histurbs the baby, they Will not sing any s
bore 10 eall thargtinn o “mﬁ‘ﬁr oo bt

_ & aoize.  Why it {3 really too bad,
But carmob be he &0 jow on, - lo they are busy
singing for the nedt in their list, Mr. Jingle by aecident

come 1o o housd nearly to and ginges one of lis
Evourite old sarols, Mr, Jinglo gots taken 1o Ghfle thoy
Fmg until they are tived and 1o oné Jooks out. This

‘planations. "An sngry altercation

‘o'oloek and most
bagin

provoking, They therefore march off up street round the
corner inte the next strect, Mr, Jingle comes out and
pussing down street rovmd anothor corner comes into the,
simne strest and COmIMenoes o g at the same time a5
they do. They are npw pm_uﬁ?f thit he is tracking
'l:.ha::i; and wﬂ%ﬁmh ‘to spoil their wﬂ':‘ib
RNeither company get an; -  away, nobin
the beat humour, to'othor placea, HII;ﬂ'm mﬂ% ﬁ: that
thoy are close tegether, and tho confus n two
such elose proximity is dom - Mr, Violin is u!nvcmﬂ,:
disposed to go and tell Mr, inglathltithn'nunﬁnum_t
Ppiooa of impertinencve he will give him g atbelcing,
not with his iddle stick, but with a staff, i, however,
persunded to take no notice of him, as he i not worth
notice. Byt whan they muke their nest move and both:
unmct-nt-hnnimadmri.hu;prq:nh' mgmhnmaqeﬁ
the resu
of which is, Mr, Jingle pives up the stroet to them asnd
passes on into another. Mr. Leader and his company now
nwarch off, followed by 'n'nl'{ a w, for it is now four
of tiam ired and gone home, and
in to sing before & gentleman's house ‘who han n very
pretéy servant meid s bat this 8 more for 'the make of
mafenndlnﬁwﬂ: Eervant ghithmmrthafpurﬁm:ofgaﬁﬁng
anyth the master or mistress, for Mr. Alto hasa
strong desire o make himeelf agreeable to ‘this pretty:
damsel, = The master of the house knows hix voice, and to
reward him for disturbing his rest, qm.aﬂg' =08 the win-
dow and empties the wash basin on t eids of'the
musical party, ]‘,lw[rhicvh.nnt qh;dlghwuhua the head of Mr.
Alto but 5 . Violin's strings. :

" They are now disposed to think if:i- they have had.
nnn-u;{ of waits for onee, and &0 have I, and ‘beg to wish
you & merry Christmas and-a happy now year, and make
Wy axit, - ; : '



