A Visit to Church, |
(For the Preaton Chronicla, ) .

Due fine Sundoy morning, & fow weels ago, T resolved to
gtiend divine service ot the village shurch of ———, sitoated
a few miles from Preston. It was a charming April day, and a
glight bracze from the west ropidly dried up the showers
which hod fallen during the preceding evening, My walk |
led mo through & ehaeming countey of the most fartile do- |
goviption, the road luying sometimes with **genlle pastures™ |
dotied with Inmbay sometimes along the banke of the river, |
snon throngl o splvan glnde, now lending to the summit of |
gn aeelivity, and then descending Inte retived shady lanes, |
whose mossy sides were starred with primrosos,  The men-
dows were fust springing into veedure, and their sarfaes hod
aiready hevama enamelled with wild fowers; while the trees, |
touchod by the Geger of spring, showed thelr obedience to
itz pental influence by bursting inte leaf. "T'he lareh with g ||
amernld tasagls, ood the elegant bireh with its foathery sproys,
waved roond me, while, high above, the lork soured to the
" pate af henven,” singing it song of profso to its Almighty
maker, Ou every side noture showed herself clothed in
early beauty, and the solubrious mir, 8o pure in comporison
with the smoky simosphere of the town, braced up my
perves, ond imported on additienal relish for (he lovely
geemes through which T passed.

As T approached nearer to my destinntion, T overtook ||
groups of the eountry people “rping up to worship ™ the
elder branelhes of the Gmilies walking in tegeiher, bueily dig-
oussing (he ooeorcences, &e., of the previons week ; whila
the children who accomponicd them sirofled in closters By
thoir sides,  What en aceeptable provision of the Almighty
the sabbatl sppeors to be; how refreshing to thess ** sona of
the soil” is b stated cessation from labour.  The toils of the
past week saem to ho forgotion ; and ua the mind unhends
itgelf from the nocessity of work, the spirita rise in gratitude
to God for his mevcies ; and when tranquillized by th fedfing
of thankfolness, the heart is more prepared to receive the
counscls, wornings, and adviee which mey be heard from the

ulpit. '

F -I'E- litle further on, I passed the Sunduy scholars, who
were prooeeding slawly from the villags geiool, marshalied |
in a long file, und watched with o jealons eye by tha country |
schoalmaster, wha, vonscious of the digoily of his effiee, and |
gnxious 1o mainiain the Importance with which he is regarded

by the country people, deported himself with » becoming
pravity.  The children under his gharge, attested by thelv
eomplexions the anlubrity of the air in which they lived ;|
orid there appeared something so rustie in almost all of them

boing decorated with & boogee! of flowers, gathered from |
the small gardens which ornamented the froots of their i
dwellings. [ conld net bet remark the eonlrast which !
axisted betweeén these sturdy “sons of the ank,” and the |
slelly delicate erentura who comatitnin the majority of at- |
tenders ut onr town's Suodey schosls, — poor, emnciated |
ehildren, the bloom of whose youth is withered hy the siraeen
of the factory,  Om the ene hand, Isaw thejoyous glance, and
the elnatic stap of yoath, the eye bepming with delight nml
the choek ruddy with health; on the other, my mind re-
verted to tho glzed eye, the shombling goil, and the wan
faces which [ so frequently see in Preston: the one nceus. |
tomed to the glerious end ever varying face of natore, to
hehold the sun in ite power, and to breathe the puve axygen
of un unadulterated atmosphers ; the ather eonfined from |
sunrise to sunset, in hot erowded mpnrimients, their onra
deufoned with the eound of jarring machinervy, thelr eyas un-
necnstomed to behold © the mop of crealive nature,” breath-
ing hot vapours laden with dust, ungheored by the vaiee of
the wild bird, unhlest with the splendoar of the sun's rays, |

By the timo that I had reached within o quarter of n mile |
of my destination, the bells of the church began to send forth |
thelr summons to worship, The distance that intevvened |
cnused their tones to sound * mest musical, most melon-
choly :” now horne hy the breeze {hey soomed Lo swell upob
the ear, and to fill the air with the swevtest harmony, sodn
dying away until elmost Insudible, Their pealing harmany
enlled up pasoglations nat displeasing to the mind, and & trafn
of meditation was nwokened while Hslening to their musie. |
How aften have these bells tolled forth to sueceeding nges |
the heur of prayer. Geveration after genaration has eprung
up, blossemed, matured, and died away, and still their voices |
remain spaltered, or newrly 80, The babe, for whose birth |
they sent forth their clamorows joy, grew to manheod ; and
again their sound swuny o'er the valleys proclaiming his mar-
ringe, shorlly, after the lapso of a fow years to be exchanged
for the dul] toll of his funeral peal.  The rise and fall of
monarchs, the aecesslons, coronations, aud deaths of our
kings and quecns,—the jubiless for victorfes have been
gounled farth by theic emplay, When the nalion mourned
for the death of Charlea, of rejoleed for the restoration of
his son, these very bells diffused the intelligence.  How
many eveniful yaars have they * rung in"” and * rung out #*'
how many Moy doys have they wshered in, awakening tho
peasantry to the sports of the season?  They have aided in
celebrating avents of all deseriptions from the mosl impertant
te the meat trifing; feow the coronation of a monarch to tho
glegtion of o churchwarden 3 and from the vielories of Marl-
borongh, Nelson, Abererombie, and Wellington, to the tri-
umphs of the villags wrestling mateh,

1 hed by this time ontored the avenue leading up to the
church, and through gledes in the weod esught a view of
some of the finest landscopes in the county. A tractof

champaign county ornamented with benutiful villas, and wa-
| tared by the meandoring sinuosities of the Ribble, the hck
ground to this elagont pieture flled up with the towering of
Pendio Hill, und Riviogton Pike, lay spread benenth me. Herw
! (e first view of the chureh appears, prodesing o pleasing
| and salemn impression upen the mind, Embosomed in lofty
| trees, near the hrow of o hill, s sitaation is at once strikiug
and retived ; and the olil grey tower, with its time.wora pin-
nocles, showing Jike wrinlies in the cheok of age, servod to
give it anair of ontiquity.  On my entering the chureh-yard,
the second penl comemenced, and I eould not bot reflzct, oy
my vars wera stunred with voeiforons noise, bow different
ave our impresslons about the beoutifel pod lovely, when in
immediste contact with what has 80 much atruck aur fapey.
Distonee, like lime, mollows down the asperities and de-
! formities of objecls, presenting only the most favournble and
| pomspicuons points, while upon a close inspeetion, they pre-
gent totally diffevent nspects, So theso bells, which had so
musieal an effect npon me when af & distance from tham, now
jongtad most fartously in my ear, out of lime and fune,
cauging the rooks, which built in the ivy-mantied tower, to
i eome oot of their nests, cawing, and flapping their dusky
winge with great vehemence. The cemetury which ser-
ronpded the chureh, presented the roral nspect which gene-
rally murks the village buvisd ploee.  GQuist proves, com-
forlahly tuched up with oziera, wers sproad around, some
marked Uy rude, moss-grown stones, inseribed simply with
the imitials af the deecused, while others were oramented
with mere elobornie art, having epitaphs on the eharazior of
the eccapier of the lomb, aml decornied with thoso elnseical
duvives which are only prodoced by the feeming hraing of
ountry cngeavers,  Hleve and (here, surrosmied with iron
padisades, stond the tomb of somo * great” man, who, having
kept ot o diswnce from bis homble nefghbonrs while living
sepmd determined to muintain the freozing dignity of w;_-u.[l:l:
even in the grave.  Fool | 1o suppose that tho worm which
battena on his eorpse, treate him with merw respoet 1han i
dnos the peasontry who moulder pear him. Some of the
meagsy Billocks wore planted with Aowers, the afectionsto
testimonind of youthful geiel to the memory of some denr
parent slumbering below,  More fecling is disployed by these
juvenile tributes of lave thao in the '|'u:l|1!]mua.un|] ligh Aown
diction ingeribed on tho * slorled wen of runk and power "—
An apen grove stood yawning for its prey, in oo corper of
Hia yard, ile aito betokening it to bo intended for the reeep-
tion of oo adult, and us the eounlry people wrrived al the
elieehy, thoy nliost all of them repaived to its odge, 1o con.
template the chusn at thelr feet, whils the supprossed voics,
pnd frequent shakes of the head, s they viewed il, seeml
to tell of some quondam neighbone or friend about 1o lie
quietly cntombed. 1’1!{4!13 almoat invarfably guther vound
pn opan gravies iU appeurs i be an ohjeet of futevest to ol
elaises;—thelr minda vever! to the time when the porlals of
the tomb shall gape for them ; when their bodies shall minglo
with the clods of the valley, and melanchaly thoughis are
called upy whith vannet full tomake an improssion upen their




'hearts. Seldom iz tho voice of levity hoard at such & ploes :

the mogh of thonghilesness subaides into aprionsness,—Lheo
snaer of the seoffer vanishes intan temporary reverenee, anil
the recklosaness of the profune i chilled by the feellng of
AW,

From thase * medilations among the lomis™ I was aropsed
Ly the ceasaiion of the Lell, announcing the commeneement
of diving serviee; und, hustily quitiing the place where 1 hail
hoan slanding, T n.[bpruuulleﬂ the vengrahle porel of the chureh,
Speing that [ was o sirnnger, the counlry churehwarden, whi
was slalioned ot the patvanee deor, shoewed me Into the sent
appropeiated 1o the ue of these functivnuries of the ehureh,
amd from which a good view of the intevior is obtained, 1
was much struck with the appearnpee of this *old eounlry
ehizreh,” and the aiv of vererable sanctity which persnded the
whola building,  The rede, ouk benebes, which formed the
majorily of seuts, seemed o Dave slood for cenlurles, and
appeared likely to endure o mony more; while ** the dim,
raligious Hght," whichillumined the pluce, added to the eifeer,
and soberad down inte berody mony defoets in their constroe-
tion which would otherwise have boan unploasing Lo the eye.
The morning sun whiel gtreamoed throwgh the mallioned win-
dows, was goftaned by passing through the old green glass of
which they were composed, save where a resplendant glory
ris ndded 1o their beams by haing transmitted throagh frag-
ments of stuined herafdrie devives of quaint dosigne,  Nearly
underneath the arch which divides the bedy of the chureb
from Lthechanesl, stands the ™ Squire’s” pew, of old-fashioned
punmelled construction, having its corngrs decorated with |
vormicularly twisted pillors, supportiog a esrved 1o It
geoms admirably adapted for the use of the lord of the munor @
facing the congregativn, the counlry people can sea the panc.
tunlity with which (hia ** line old English geotlemen® sttends
diving service, sod the veverend oiteniien which he pays o
the liturgy of his charch,  Assemblmg his family and sereonts
topeibier, he appeara to lead themin their devoiions, * stnd-
iug balt ui;;igln and uitering the responses s an sudiliio (ooe
af voiee,”  Owver his pew hang the dattered escutcheans of bis
ancestors, meny of which have almost erumblod to dust in the
lopse of yeors, while handsome marhile, murnl, monuncns dpe-
cify tha dates of their respective deeease  Here, too, bis re-
maips will vepose, when summoned from his earibly inbari-
tupea; his armorinl ensignin will bo ndded 1o those already

sod ovor hend, while Bis sun will ** reign in his stoad.”
Eatblnzoned on the woll at the east end of the hody of the
chureh, ore the arms of England in the time of Clarles 1.,
whicl are jnterecting from the faet 1hat they are one of the
fow which cyepped destreetion from the fannticism of Crom-
well's soldiers, who, in their fury agninst imonnrehical govern-
ment, delueod all relies of it which came in thele way.  The
finger of time and the damips of yoars have almost oblilerated
them, but the oen of England may stilll be traced on the
plaster, frowning o proud deflance vpon the enemics of the
pliicld which il punrds, :

In u faw moments afler my befog seated, the old derk, whe
looked na venerable ss the church ilsell, procecded, in o
volee erpcked with uge and a delivery mumbling throogh the
logs of kis teeth, to give ont the morning hymn, an announce-
ment which was responded to by the choir in the gallery over
my hend. I was wnalle to obtaln a view of the musicinna, hat,
the sounds which they gave out, did not croate a fvooralle
impression of their skill; the tenes which were elicited from
a labouring ** bass-viol” end an astmuatie bessoon, were not of
that sort which

* Might cronte 8 aonl

TUnder the ribs of death,"”
Howewer, thefr oxertions seemed to affurd satisfuction to the
eongeegulion, most of whem joined in the hymos aod chanis
in o munntey which indicated devotion and respect.  The
prayors were read by the curate, o young man, of benavelent
eountenance apl humble demeancur, and the responses ware
v performed” by the old clerk before mertioned,  The prae-
tive of taraing toward the east, during the rehearsal of the
ereed ig ebserved here, the minister and people nll standing

townrds the ehoneel end,  There is somcthing primitive in |

tho appearance of the congregation, turning round, while pro-

fessing their belief, towards thot quarter of the hravens from |

which popular epioion maintains that the Son of man will ap-
penr whet ho eomes with power to Judge the world; ftisa
gustom, eoeval, no doukt, with the practice of bmying with
the face castword, and which has been probably sanetioned
by the corly preachers of the gospel. The oniversality of this

qjudn of gepulture, praves it to be of great antlguity, preveil-
ing, as it docs, nat anly through * Christendom,"” bul extends
ing among the half-aavege hordes which infest Arabia, andthe
gurrounding countries,

The morping prayers having concluded, the * paracn'® of |
the parish (in the legal senso of the term) msended the |
pulpit, and proceeded to deliver a mast excellent discourso
—not a violent, inflated, karangne, accomponicd with furious
gesticulation, and viclent contortions of the body—but o |
ealw, lominous, and polished discourse, elegant In its dic- |
tion, yetadapled to the simplest understanding in his eon- |
grepation. ‘The appearnncs of tha ald gonlleman was striking
and intereating, He was of & spare hatiit of body, and rather
above the middle height, bad not a slight stoop in the
ghpulders Jiminishad hiz statore o [iitle,  His festures wers
regulnr, and his complenion ruldy, while the hand of time |
had bored his temptes snd silvered his heir, giviog him a ve- ]
nerable ond impressive appesrance,  The old palpit in which
he stood, with its carved fromt amd lofty ssusding-board,
seemod to harmaonise with his looks; an oir of antigquity ¢la-
racierised them hoth, A younger man than he wouald not havoe |

|

laoked well in it The eongregation was very ordarly, amd

|
|

listenod to the sermon with great sttention, a deep silenec
pervading the whole building, save when some rehellions ur-
ehin among the scholars peceiverd a wap from the master's |
gticl for snma act of insubordipation.  The grent doctrines of
Chiristinnity were enforecd spon the hearess,—charity, thut
keystone of troe religion was held up for their practice, and
they were nffectionately wrged to live a life of * godliness,
virtug, ond sobricty.”

At the eonclugion of the servies, T was struck with the
alaerity which the old derk disployed in getting out of his
desk, and the evident haste he was in to get out of deors
before the congregation, woendesing what eould be his inten-
tion in ao deing, - But the mypstery wos sopn solved, for on
my renching the church gates, T fowed this worthy funetionary
standing on n small eminence, wailing for the nssembling of
a grodp of listenerd, and holdine io his hood & maneserip.
By the time I bad got wp to him, be commeneed in his
i shibdish trelle™ to announce a sale, by auetion, of * bousce.
hold goods, pots, pans, aad oher utensls 3 o staek of excel-
lent by, &e.," which was to take plaro during the week.—
Thia method of * erying o sale” is pronlinr to conntry places,
whore the distanen which dntervenes hetwist the farm houses,
and the absenee of nny market-cross or ohelisk, obliges ndvar-
tage to be taken of the congragation lewing the chureh tu |
make an enoeneialion gencreal; but sl it lad o lodierouns
appearanee o oo the wholo affnir aitogether,—the while.
hended old man, in his spretacles, Llonderiog throngh an
elaborate laoking monnseript, whily the falks who gethered
round regarded him with looks of the groatest peavity, As
goon pe he bad got throngh Bis bill, ha barrded back to the
wostry with on air of the atmost importanee. T lngeved in
the rear of the cougregution, to witness their departuve, and
while T did sa, the “sgquire passed me, on foot.  The people
all pppearad lo regord Bim with grest vespect, and took off
theiv hots as he moved to them with marked urbanity,  Tal
terwards found upon enquiry that the old gentlaman is mach
beloved by his tenantry, whe generally seek his eounsel and
adsice, in ony matter of weight and moment, and that he in-
varinbly endeavours to promote their interests ns mueh as he
is mhle. A striking contrast is presented hetween the general
department of an ofd estallished landed propricior, and the
nssumed olre which many " moshroem®” geniry give them-
gelves,—that elows of woalthy individels who have, by a for-
tunale tarn of the wheel of trade, been elevated from com-
parntive inslgnificance to handiome competencies, The ane
is anxious io maintain the honourable gaod feeling which has
puhsigted between landlord and tenant, from sucecssive gene-
rations,—the ether wishes to convey on idea of aristocracy,
by copying the airs of persons of quolity, The one resides
at the mansion of his ancestors, surrounded by veneralile
enke: the othor inhabils o sowel, vulgar hoose, of faneifel
deslygn : the one is blessed wilh the geod wishes of his tes
nantry, tha other s unconscions of apy papirations, save ** theo
sightogs of the poor.”

My road home presented no new abject of intareat, except
that the sun which had been occasfonally beclouded in the
enrly purt of the day, now shone with merldion hrillioney,
acdding frosh churms to the lovely landseape through whieh I

peed. T roached Preston by three o'clock, both gratified
and improved hy what I had seen and heard; my animol
spiritz and bodily health vefreshed by my walk, and invigo-
rated for the week, and I hope my mind edificd by what I

had heard ot chureh.
L‘l L | .



